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Guidance Note 

Burton upon Trent – Conservation Area (King Edward Place / St Paul’s Square) 

A conservation area is defined in the Planning, (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas 
Act), 1990, as: 

“An area of special architectural or historical interest the character or appearance of which it 
is desirable to preserve or enhance.” 

The conservation area covering King Edward Place / St Paul’ Square was designated on 
24th June 1970. There are two effects of the conservation area designation: 

i. Legislative restrictions which control certain types of development; and 
ii. Specific policies in the East Staffordshire Local Plan which seek to encourage design 

solutions that preserve or enhance the conservation area. 

In a conservation area, written authority from the council is required for the following1: 

 Demolition, or partial demolition or buildings including some garden walls, and 
chimney stacks; 

 Cladding the outside of a house with stone, timber, tiles, render, pebbledash or any 
synthetic imitation material; 

 The Installation of satellite dishes on the front of a building; 
 Some house extensions or garden buildings (regulations differ in conservation areas 

as so those concerning some boundary walls and fences; 
 Additions and alterations to the roof of a house (including dormers). 

The council has policies which seek to safeguard and enhance the character of the 
conservation area, and to ensure that change is managed so that new development makes a 
positive contribution to its surroundings. These polices are set out within the East 
Staffordshire Local Plan (2012-2031), and available to view at 
http://www.eaststaffsbc.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/local-plan-2012-2031  

In addition, an Article 4 direction2 applies to this conservation area. The Article 4 direction 
was signed on 11th December 1973. This means that planning permission is required from 
the local planning authority (the council) for most extensions and alterations to buildings, 
including some minor operations, construction of boundary walls (or other means of 
enclosure), the construction of any access, the painting of the exterior of any buildings, the 
removal or replacement of windows (including roof lights and dormers), external doors, 
roofs, hard standing, porches and chimneys. 

If you have any queries in relation to this advice note, please contact the council at 
planningpolicy@eaststaffsbc.gov.uk  

                                                           
1 The list is not definitive and it is advisable that if you are thinking of conducting any work, to discuss 
proposals with officers at the Council’s planning department.  
2 Article 4 (2) under The Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 - 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/596/article/4/made  
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