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(please quote this reference on all correspondence with us)

Stafford Borough Council
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Riverside

Stafford

ST16 3AQ

Dear Sir/Madam

Re: Scoping opinion relating to a proposed wind farm, Knightley Hall
Stafford

| am writing to you in connection with your consultation relating to the above development
received on 15/04/2014.

It appears that the Scoping Report broadly identifies the significant environmental impacts
likely to arise as a result of the development and it is therefore considered an appropriate
basis for undertaking an Environmental Statement.

Yours faithfully

Jonathan Imber

Jonathan Imber
Planner
Development Control
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Dear Sir or Madam, P/ 14 / 004 65

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT)
(ENGLAND AND WALES) REGULATIONS 2011

PART 4 PREPARATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENTS
SCOPING OPINIONS OF THE LOCAL PLANNING AUTHORITY
PROPOSED WIND FARM AT KNIGHTLEY HALL, STAFFORD, STAFFORDSHIRE

The Council, in its role as the local planning authority, has received a request from Land
Use Consultants who act on behalf of REG Windpower to provide a formal opinion as to
the scope of an environmental statement in respect of the above titled development. The
accompanying scoping report does not constitute the environment statement which will
accompany any planning application that may be submitted in the future.

The purpose of the scoping opinion process is to identify agreement on what the main or
significant environmental impacts of the proposed development are likely to be with a view
to identifying and focusing on the topics the environmental statement should concentrate
on. Accordingly, the process also aims to avoid the carrying out of unnecessary
environmental investigation. The process is an open, participatory exercise.

Prior to adopting a scoping opinion it is necessary for the Council to consult the relevant
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) consultation bodies. The Council has identified
you as a consultation body and accordingly invite you to submit written comments in
respect of the accompanying scoping report which sets out the developers’ views as to
what the main issues are.

The Council will inform the developer of the names and addresses of the consultation
bodies. | would be grateful to receive your full written response on the scoping report
within 21 days of the date of this letter.

Planning and Regeneration
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In responding to this letter | respectfully remind you of your obligation to make available
any relevant information already in your possession, save for information which is capable
of being treated as confidential under the Environmental Information Regulations 1992.

Your response will be taken into consideration as part of the Council's adoption of a
scoping opinion that will be conveyed to the developer. | would also point out that the
Council’'s adopted scoping opinion on the content of the Environmental Statement will be
kept available for public inspection on the planning register for a period of 2 years.

Clearly, any response you decide to make at this stage will not preclude or prejudice your
ability to make further comments or possibly objecting at a later stage in the EIA process.

Please feel free to reply via email quoting the above ref to planning@staffordbc.gov.uk,
We can provide an email receipt upon request.

Yours faithfully,

AL

J R Holmes
Development Manager

Planning and Regeneration
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1.1

1.2

1.3

14

1.5
1.6

1.7

1.8

1.9

Introduction

This Scoping Report has been prepared by LUC on behalf of REG Windpower (REG). It sets out
the proposed methodology for undertaking an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) of a
proposed wind farm development known as Knightley Hall Wind Farm. The site location is shown
on Figure 1.1.

~

This formal request for a scoping opinion is made in accordance with The Town and Country
Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (England) Regulations 2011 (hereafter referred to
as the EIA Regulations).

The site of the proposed Knightley Hall Wind Farm, covers an area of approximately 152ha, and
lies to the west of Stafford, between the villages of Gnosall to the southeast and Woodseaves to
the northeast. It is located in the Borough of Stafford.

The proposed scheme will involve:

o the installation of four turbines of 1.8 Megawatts (MW) in size, with a likely maximum
installed capacity of 7.2MW. The turbines will be 130m to the tip of the turbine blades;

e construction of permanent ancillary development comprising:
o site access tracks;

o permanent crane hardstanding areas and external switchgear buildings for each
turbine;

o a substation;

o underground onsite electrical cabling.
e creation of a temporary construction compound and laydown area.
The site boundary is shown on Figure 1.2,

A wind farm development of this size falls under Schedule 2 of the EIA Regulations as an:
“installation for the harnessing of wind power for energy production (wind farms)” that “involves
the installation of more than 2 turbines”.

The Applicant

REG Windpower was among the UK's original renewable energy trailblazers, starting life as the
Cornwall Light and Power Company back in 1989. They are now one of the country’s leading
developer and operators of small to medium-sized wind farms and in 2010 changed their name to
REG Windpower to reflect their expanding nationwide business. REG Windpower owns and
operates 14 wind farms around the UK and has offices in Truro and Bath.

The REG Windpower team now contains the necessary expertise to develop, build and operate its
portfolio of sites, which includes 67MW of operational capacity, with another 32.9MW under or
awaiting construction.

REG Windpower is owned by Renewable Energy Generation Ltd. REG Ltd is listed on London’s
Alternative Investment Market (AIM). As well as developing, building and operating wind farms,
the group also generates renewable energy from used cooking oil through its subsidiary company
REG Bio-Power.

Knightley Hall Wind Farm: Scoping Report 1 December 2013



1.10

1.11

1.12

1.1

1.2

1.3

Why Renewable Energy?

The 2008 Climate Change Act set a legally binding climate change target of a reduction in the
UK’s greenhouse gas emissions by at least 80% (from the 1990 baseline) by 2050. In order to
meet this target the Government has set out a number of actions, which includes an increase in
low-carbon technologies such as onshore wind.

As part of the Act, the Committee on Climate Change is required to report annually to Parliament
on the progress made in reducing carbon emissions. The fifth annual progress report on meeting
carbon budgets (Committee on Climate Change, June 2013) showed that overall there has been
good progress implementing some measures, including investment in renewable power
generation. However, the report notes that it is necessary to provide more confidence to
investors in the area of low-carbon power generation that the Government is committed to sector
decarbonisation.

In addition to the 2050 target, the UK is legally committed to meeting 15% of the UK'’s energy
demand from renewable sources by 2020. According to the 2011 DECC Energy White Paper
approximately 30% of electricity generation will need to be produced from renewable sources by
2020 in order to meet the EU target.!

In July 2010, the Coalition Government submitted the UK Renewable Energy Action Plan to the
European Commission, as required by Article 4 of the Renewable Energy Directive (2009/28/EC).
This outlined the technologies that are expected to deliver 15% renewable energy in the UK by
the year 2020. The plan proposes the installation of onshore wind to account for 14.89 gigawatts
(GW) of capacity and offshore wind to account for a further 12.99GW, bringing a total of 27.88
GW. The Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC) renewables statistics shows that at
the end of June 2013, the UK had an installed onshore wind power capacity of 7GW, suggesting
that to meet this commitment an increase of over 100% in the installation of onshore wind farms
is required.

Following publication of the Energy Bill in November 2012, DECC produced an updated UK
Renewable Energy Roadmap in December 2012. This provided an updated Action Plan for the
deployment of renewable energy throughout the UK, focussing on the nine technologies that are
considered to have the greatest potential, which includes onshore wind energy. The key actions
in this area set out include increasing overall capacity and upgrading transmission capacity, and
co-funding the development of technical solutions to issues that can affect the viability of onshore
wind farms, such as interference with aviation radar. A further update to the Renewable Energy
Roadmap was published in November 2013 in which the Government reaffirms its commitment to
onshore wind energy.

In November 2013, RenewableUK (previously the British Wind Energy Association, BWEA) stated
that there were 506 wind projects operating in the UK (onshore and offshore), with a total
installed capacity of 10,400MW and that these were producing electricity equivalent to the
demand of 5,911,119 homes. This is clearly some way off the level of capacity needed to meet
the UK renewables targets described above.

) DECC (2011) Plannihg our electric future: A White Paper for secure, affordable and low-carbon electricity,

Knightley Hall Wind Farm: Scoping Report 2 December 2013



Scoping Report Structure

1.4 This Scoping Report has been divided in to the following sections:
Chapter 2: sets out the purpose of this Scoping Report.
Chapter 3: provides a description of the site and the development proposals.

Chapter 4: sets out the proposed content and draft structure of the Environmental Statement, it
is intended to provide a consistent approach across the range of topic areas covered by the EIA.

1.5 Chapters 5 to 14: describe in more detail the specific topic areas that will be investigated as
part of the EIA, including:

o Ground Conditions and Hydrology.
e Avian Ecology.
e Non-Avian Ecology.
e Traffic and Transportation.
e Noise.
¢ Heritage Assets.
¢ Landscape and Visual, including Residential Amenity.
s Telecommunication, Television and Aviation.
e Socio-Economic.
¢ Shadow Flicker.
1.6 For each of these topics, the following is provided:

+ overview of the proposed approach for the EIA including a summary of the assessment
methods to be used.

e outline of the proposed significance criteria to be used.

e preliminary identification of potential environmental effects arising from construction,
operation and decommissioning of the scheme.

Knightley Hall Wind Farm: Scoping Report 3 December 2013
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2 Purpose of this Scoping Report

2.1 In accordance with the EIA Regulations, this report provides information in relation to a formal
request to Stafford Borough Council (SBC) for a Scoping Opinion.

2.2 The aim of this report is to:
¢ Outline the location and setting of the proposed development.
e Describe the proposed scheme.
« Identify potentially significant environmental effects.

« Describe the studies that will be undertaken as part of the detailed EIA, and subsequently to
be reported in an Environmental Statement (ES).

2.3 An outline is also given of the methodology that will be employed to assess the significance of
effects and identify appropriate mitigation measures for each environmental topic considered.

The Nature and Purpose of EIA

2.4 EIA is the process of compiling, evaluating and presenting all significant environmental effects of
a proposed development, to assist the determining authority in considering the application. The
information compiled during the EIA is presented within an ES. Early detection of potentially
adverse environmental effects also leads to the identification and incorporation of appropriate
avoidance and/or mitigation measures into the scheme design.

2.5 The EIA will be conducted in accordance with current Government regulations, policy and good
practice, including:

e The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2011.
e Overarching National Policy Statement for Energy (EN-1) (2011).

e National Policy Statement for Renewable Energy Infrastructure (EN-3) (2011).

e National Planning Policy Framework (March 2012).

e Planning Practice Guidance for Renewable and Low-Carbon Energy (2013).

o Circular 02/99 Environmental Impact Assessment (Department of Environment, Transport and
the Regions (DETR) (1999).

o Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment (2004) Guidelines for Environmental
Impact Assessment (IEMA Guidelines).

2.6 The following sections outline how the EIA process will be undertaken.

Scoping

2.7 The IEMA Guidelines describe the process of scoping as identifying the issues to be addressed by
an EIA. It is a method of ensuring that an EIA focuses on the important issues and avoids those
that are considered to be less significant. Scoping also provides a means to discuss methods of
effect assessment and reach agreement on those most appropriate. In accordance with best
practice, REG Windpower is submitting this Scoping Report to SBC, alongside a request for a
Scoping Opinion, to aid discussions around the coverage of the EIA and the content of the ES.

2.8 As set out in Circular 02/99 Environmental Impact Assessment (Department of Environment,
Transport and the Regions (DETR) (1999), it is the responsibility of the local authority to consult

Knightley Hall Wind Farm: Scoping Report 5 December 2013
































































































































































































































































































